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staff members took place during a time of declared war
by the government of the United States of America
against terrorist organizations. This includes but is not




Jewish religious faith, a people who have been oppressed
and nersecuted severely for their religipng heliefs_and a

peo;;le'with whom we share a common biblical heritage
(one also shared in part with Islam). It is totally
surrounded by Arab autocratic countries with strong
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many decades engaged in repeated acts of hostility and
aggression against it.

8. The plight of the Palestinian people 1S real serious and
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Palestinian people to an independent state and to
peaceful self rule, but within the context of peaceful



10. The Advisory Committee on Social Witness Policy and
its denominational staff officers are not professionally
trained diplomats. They lack the skills, knowledge and

s

diplomacy necessary to make meaningful contributions
to peace in the Middle East. Nor do they understand the
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social Justlce issues that malnhne Protestant churches
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Committee on Social Witness Policy and its salaried denominational staff who
participated in the meeting with Hezbollah. Those actions are inappropriate,
insensitive and horrible. Great harm has been done. It is further,

RESOLVED, that the subsequent public censure of these actions by the
denomination and termination of the involved denominational staff members is to
be commended. However this action alone is woefully insufficient. Rather, the
denomination at its highest level is urged to issue formal apologies to the
government of the State of Israel, to offended Jewish-American organizations,
including the American Jewish Commlttee the Central Conference of Amerlcan
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denominational representatives involved in this incident and offer our assurance
that those individuals and theirs actions and views are not representative of the
general membership of the Presbyterian Church (USA). We pray that our heart-
felt apology and call for institutional change will be acceptable to those people we
have hurt and will be acceptable in the eyes of God. Forgive us, we pray, for we
have sinned. It is further
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