
The Passion According To Matthew  
 
READER ONE: The Passion of Our Lord, Jesus Christ, according to Matthew. 
 
READER THREE: Then one of the Twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, went to 

the chief priests  and said, "What are you willing to give me if I 
hand him over to you?" They paid him thirty pieces of silver, 
and from that time on he looked for an opportunity to hand him 
over.  

 
READER ONE:  On the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread,  the disciples     

approached Jesus and said, "Where do you want us to prepare 
for you to eat the Passover?"  

 
READER TWO:  He said, "Go into the city to a certain man and tell him, 'The     

teacher says, "My appointed  time draws near; in your house I 
shall celebrate the Passover with my disciples."'"  

 
READER THREE:  The disciples then did as Jesus had ordered, and prepared the 

Passover. When it was evening, he reclined at table with the 
Twelve.  And while they were eating, he said,  

 
READER TWO:  "Amen, I say to you, one of you will betray me."   
 
READER THREE:  Deeply distressed at this, they began to say to him one after 

another, "Surely it is not I, Lord?" He said in reply, 
 
READER TWO:   "He who has dipped his hand into the dish with me is the one 

who will betray me. The Son of Man indeed goes, as it is 
written of him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is 
betrayed. It would be better for that man if he had never been 
born."  

 
READER THREE:  Then Judas, his betrayer, said in reply,  
     "Surely it is not I, Rabbi?"  He answered,  
 
READER TWO:  "You have said so."  
 
READER THREE:  While they were eating, Jesus took bread, said the blessing, 

broke it, and giving it to his disciples said,  
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READER TWO:  "Take and eat; this is my body."  
 
READER THREE:  Then he to
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READER THREE  At that hour Jesus said: 
 
READER TWO:  "Have you come out as against a robber, with swords and clubs 

to seize me? Day after day I sat teaching in the temple area, yet 
you did not arrest me. But all this has come to pass that the 
writings of the prophets may be fulfilled."  

 
READER THREE:  Then all the disciples left him and fled.  
 
     (A musical pause is recommended at  this time.) 
 
READER ONE:  Those who had arrested Jesus led him away to Caiaphas the 

high priest, where the scribes and the elders were assembled. 
Peter was following him at a distance as far as the high priest's     
courtyard, and going inside he sat down with the servants to see 
the outcome. The chief priests and the entire Sanhedrin kept 
trying to obtain false testimony against Jesus in order to put him 
to death, but they found none, though many false witnesses 
came forward.  

 
     Finally two came forward who stated, "This man said, 'I can 

destroy the temple of God and within three days rebuild it.'" 
The high priest rose and addressed him, "Have you no answer? 
What are these men testifying against you?"  

 
     But Jesus was silent. Then the high priest said to him, "I order 

you to tell us under oath before the living God whether you are 
the Messiah, the Son of God." Jesus said to him in reply,  

 
READER TWO:  "You have said so. But I tell you: From now on you will see 

'the Son of Man seated at the right hand of the Power'     and 
'coming on the clouds of heaven.'"  

 
 
READER ONE:  Then the high priest tore his robes and said, "He has 

blasphemed! What further need have we of witnesses? You 
have now heard the blasphemy; what is your opinion?" They 
said in reply, "He deserves to die!" Then they spat in his face 
and struck him, while some slapped him, saying, "Prophesy for 
us, Messiah: who is it that struck you?"  
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READER THREE:  Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. One of the 
maids came over  to him and said, "You too were with Jesus the 
Galilean." But he denied it in front of everyone, saying, "I do 
not know what you are talking about!" As he went out to the 
gate, another girl saw him and said to those who were there, 
"This man was with Jesus the Nazorean." Again he denied it 
with an oath, "I do not know the man!" A little later the 
bystanders came over and said to Peter, "Surely you too are one 
of them; even your speech gives you away." At that he began to 
curse and to swear, "I do not know the man." And immediately 
a cock crowed. Then Peter remembered the word that Jesus had 
spoken:  

 
READER TWO:  "Before the cock crows you will deny me three times."  
 
READER THREE:  He went out and began to weep bitterly.  
 
     (A slight musical pause is recommended here) 
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READER THREE:  As they were going out, they met a Cyrenian named Simon; this 
man they pressed into service to carry his cross. And when they 
came to a place called Golgotha which means Place of the     
Skull, they gave Jesus wine to drink mixed with gall. But when 
he had tasted it, he refused to drink.  

 
READER ONE:   After they had crucified him, they divided his garments by 

casting lots; then they sat down and kept watch over him there. 
And they placed over his head the written charge against him: 
This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.  

 
     Two revolutionaries were crucified with him, one on his right 

and the other on his left. Those passing by reviled him, shaking 
their heads and saying, "You who would destroy the temple and 
rebuild it in three days, save yourself, if you are the Son of 
God, and come down from the cross!" Likewise the chief 
priests with the scribes and elders mocked him and said, "He 
saved others; he cannot save himself. So he is the king of Israel! 
Let him come down from the cross now, and we will believe in 
him. He trusted in God; let him deliver him now if he wants 
him. For he said, 'I am the Son of God.'" The revolutionaries 
who were crucified with him also kept abusing him in the same 
way.  

 
READER THREE:  From noon onward, darkness came over the whole land until 
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READER ONE:   And behold, the veil of the sanctuary was torn in two from top 
to bottom. The earth quaked, rocks were split, tombs were 
opened, and the bodies of many saints who had fallen asleep     
were raised. And coming forth from their tombs after his 
resurrection, they entered the holy city and appeared to many. 
The centurion and the men with him who were keeping watch 
over Jesus     feared greatly when they saw the earthquake and 
all that was happening, and they said, "Truly, this was the Son 
of God!"  

 
     (Here an extended musical strophe may be sung) 
 
READER THREE:  There were many women there, looking on from a distance, 

who had followed Jesus from Galilee, ministering to him. 
Among them were Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of 
James and Joseph, and the mother of the sons of Zebedee.  

 
     When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea 

named Joseph, who was himself a disciple of Jesus. He went to 
Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus; then Pilate ordered it     
to be handed over. Taking the body, Joseph wrapped it in clean 
linen and laid it in his new tomb that he had hewn in the rock. 
Then he rolled a huge stone across the entrance to the tomb and 
departed. But Mary Magdalene and the other Mary remained 
sitting there, facing the tomb.  

. 
 


