
Annotated	  bibliography	  for	  “Nuns	  in	  Public	  Life”	  
	  
Bendyna,	  M.,	  E.	  and	  Mary	  L.	  Gautier,	  (2009).	  Recent	  Vocations	  to	  Religious	  Life:	  A	  
Report	  for	  the	  National	  Religious	  Vocation	  Conference.	  Washington,	  DC,	  Center	  for	  
Applied	  Research	  in	  the	  Apostolate,	  Georgetown	  University	  	  
	   The	  2009	  CARA	  report	  conducted	  by	  Bendyna	  and	  Gautier	  surveyed	  religious	  

institutes	  and	  societies	  of	  apostolic	  life	  of	  men	  and	  women	  in	  the	  U.	  S.	  to	  
gauge	  best	  practices	  and	  ascertain	  what	  specifically	  attracted	  interested	  men	  
and	  women	  to	  religious	  life.	  The	  research	  included	  a	  survey	  of	  both	  the	  
religious	  institute	  and	  members	  in	  intial	  formation	  or	  in	  final	  vows	  or	  
commitment	  since	  1993.	  Additionally	  focus	  groups	  were	  conducted	  with	  the	  
members	  in	  some	  stage	  of	  initial	  or	  temporary	  formation	  since	  1993.	  The	  
report	  had	  a	  high	  response	  rate	  and	  provided	  interesting	  generational	  cohort	  
results.	  The	  salient	  point,	  as	  it	  relates	  to	  the	  current	  vocation	  discussion	  
among	  women	  religious,	  was	  that	  a	  	  larger	  percentage	  of	  women	  were	  in	  
formation	  with	  institutes	  affiliated	  with	  the	  religious	  	  Conference	  of	  Major	  
Superior	  of	  Women	  Religious	  (CMSWR)	  as	  compared	  to	  the	  Leadership	  
Conference	  of	  Women	  Religious	  (LCWR).	  Additional	  areas	  comparing	  
CMSWR	  and	  LCWR	  were	  made	  in	  several	  sub-‐categories	  pertaining	  to	  age	  
distribution	  and	  what	  attracted	  them	  to	  religious	  life.	  The	  study	  also	  
indicated	  that	  1	  out	  7	  Millennial	  Generation	  (born	  since	  1982)	  had	  been	  





	   The	  source	  is	  important	  for	  its	  in-‐depth	  analysis	  of	  "On	  the	  Adaption	  and	  
Renewal	  of	  Religious	  Life,	  Perfectae	  Caritatis"	  in	  Section	  III	  of	  the	  book.	  It	  
provides	  a	  valuable	  understanding	  to	  the	  juridical	  tools	  used	  post-‐Vatican	  II,	  
Revised	  Canons	  (1983)	  and	  Essential	  Elements	  to	  de-‐link	  the	  binding	  of	  
documents	  of	  Lumen	  Gentium	  	  and	  Gaudium	  et	  Spes	  from	  Perfectae	  Caritatis.	  
This	  analysis	  helps	  to	  understand	  the	  juridical	  factors	  underlying	  the	  debate	  
on	  the	  public	  role	  of	  religious	  women.	  	  

	  
Dries,	  A.	  (1993).	  "Living	  in	  Ambiguity:	  A	  Paradigm	  Shift	  Experienced	  by	  the	  Sister	  
Formation	  Movement."	  The	  Catholic	  Historical	  Review	  79(3):	  478-‐487.	  
	   A	  short	  journal	  article	  that	  looks	  at	  the	  early	  movement	  of	  the	  Sister	  

Formation	  Conference	  and	  its	  effort	  to	  establish	  a	  distinctive	  training	  role	  for	  
sisters	  in	  light	  of	  the	  expanding	  role	  of	  laity.	  Dries	  argues	  that	  the	  original	  
intent	  of	  the	  SFC	  to	  move	  toward	  synthesis,	  of	  the	  still	  Neo-‐Scholastic	  
ordered	  ecclesiology	  and	  symbolism	  of	  the	  mystical	  body	  of	  Christ	  from	  its	  
previous	  model	  as	  Church	  as	  a	  Perfect	  Society,	  met	  up	  with	  a	  challenging	  
reality	  when	  	  American	  sisters	  discovered	  the	  dualism	  of	  their	  apostolic	  
religious	  lives	  in	  response	  to	  the	  needs	  of	  society.	  The	  conflict	  unraveled	  the	  
intended	  design	  to	  integrate	  the	  model	  of	  unity,	  and	  gave	  way	  to	  a	  model	  
resembling	  a	  more	  American	  democratic	  model	  based	  on	  scripture	  (Kopp)	  
rather	  than	  the	  original	  SFC	  philosophical	  model	  designed	  by	  its	  founders.	  

	  
Ewens,	  M.	  (1978).	  The	  role	  of	  the	  nun	  in	  nineteenth	  century	  America.	  New	  York,	  
Arno	  Press.	  
	   The	  original	  American	  historical	  account	  of	  the	  role	  of	  sisters	  in	  19th	  century	  

America.	  It	  is	  an	  important	  scholarly	  work	  that	  gives	  context	  and	  substance	  
to	  the	  early	  founding	  of	  religous	  life	  in	  America.	  It	  portrays	  the	  courage	  and	  
challenges	  facing	  	  American	  sisters	  in	  expanding	  their	  missions	  beyond	  the	  
shores	  of	  Europe.	  Ewans'	  offers	  some	  interesting	  accounts	  of	  the	  conflicts	  
between	  religious	  superiors	  and	  local	  bishops	  as	  they	  sought	  to	  meet	  the	  
needs	  of	  their	  religious	  institutes.	  
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	   Fialka,	  a	  journalist	  for	  the	  Wall	  St.	  Journal	  developed	  an	  interest	  in	  sisters	  

following	  his	  reporting	  on	  the	  pension	  shortfall	  faced	  by	  American	  sisters.	  
His	  book	  blends	  a	  historical	  account	  of	  American	  sisters	  with	  narratives	  that	  
provide	  a	  wider	  look	  at	  the	  influential	  role	  and	  institutional	  contributions	  
sisters	  have	  made	  to	  the	  building	  of	  American	  society.	  It	  is	  a	  wider	  and	  



F.	  McIntryre	  of	  Los	  Angeles,	  that	  opens	  the	  window	  to	  the	  fissures	  that	  would	  
emerge	  between	  religious	  institues	  accepting	  the	  call	  to	  renewal	  and	  bishops	  
and	  other	  clerics	  who	  sought	  to	  stymie	  the	  move	  forward.	  This	  is	  an	  
important	  historical	  account	  of	  the	  antimodernist	  vs	  modernist	  battle	  which	  



religious	  in	  the	  Catholic	  Church.	  This	  research	  provides	  the	  lens	  of	  the	  racial	  
apostolate	  of	  American	  Catholic	  sisters	  and	  how	  it	  shaped	  their	  lives	  and	  
their	  public	  ministry	  on	  behalf	  of	  the	  Church.	  	  

	  



who	  are	  associated	  with	  the	  Leadership	  Conference	  of	  Women	  Religious	  
(LCWR)	  as	  living	  outside	  the	  essential	  elements,	  and	  thereby	  not	  
authentically	  living	  as	  'religious'	  institutes,	  but	  as	  'secular'	  institutes.	  This	  
book	  outlines	  the	  fissures	  dividing	  religious	  life	  identity	  between	  the	  
religious	  conferences.	  In	  many	  ways,	  this	  book	  is	  a	  response	  to	  Quinonez	  and	  
Turner's	  book.	  
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