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• École Biblique in Jerusalem founded in 1890 
• Providentissimus Deus, 1893 (Leo XIII) 
• The Catholic University of America’s Department of Oriental Studies (now Department of  
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From an ecclesial perspective, modern biblical scholarship has meant a shared project of study 
that takes place both within and across faith communities for their mutual benefit.  
Theologically, one achievement of modern biblical criticism has been to shed light on the many 
and deep ways in which revelation is embedded in human cultural experience and literary 
expression; historical biblical criticism serves to help revelation shine a bit more brightly in its 
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Studies: 
• Dictionary of Deities and Demons in the Bible, ed. Karel van der Toorn et al. (second extensively  
revised edition; Leiden/Boston/Köln: Brill; Grand Rapids, MI/Cambridge, UK: Eerdmans, 1999). 
• Othmar Keel and Christoph Uehlinger, Gods, Goddesses, and Images of God in Ancient Israel 
(translated by Thomas Trapp; Minneapolis: Fortress, 1998). 
• Theodore J. Lewis, The Origin and Character of GOD: Ancient Israelite Religion through the 
Lens of Divinity (Oxford University Press, 2020). 
• Peter Machinist, “The Question of Distinctiveness in Ancient Israel,” in Essential Papers on Israel and 
the Ancient Near East (ed. Frederick E. Greenspahn; New York/London: New York University Press, 
1991) 420-42. 
• For Canaanite/Ugaritic matrix with ancient Israel, see Peter Machinist, “To Refer or Not To Refer: 
That is the Question,” in Subtle Citation, Allusion, and Translation in the Hebrew Bible (ed. Ziony 
Zevit; Sheffield/Bristol, CT: Equinox, 2017) 182-227; and Mark S. Smith, 9Biblical Narrative between 
Ugaritic and Akkadian Literature: Part I: Ugarit and the Hebrew Bible: Consideration of Recent 
Comparative Research,” Revue Biblique 114 (2007) 5-29. 
• For the Mesopotamian “invasion,” see Paul Mankowski, Akkadian Loanwords in Biblical Hebrew 
(HSS 47; Winona Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns, 2000); Tallay Ornan, “Ishtar Depicted on Finds from Israel,” 
in Studies in the Archaeology of the Iron Age in Israel and Jordan (ed. A. Mazar with the assistance of 
G. Mathias; Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 2001) 235-52; Mark S. Smith, 9Biblical Narrative 
between Ugaritic and Akkadian Literature: Part II,” Revue Biblique 114 (2007) 189-207; Peter 
Machinist, “Assyria and Its Image in Isaiah,” JAOS 103 (1983) 719-37.  See also Shawn Zelig Aster, 
Reflections of Empire in Isaiah 1-39: Responses to Assyrian Ideology (Atlanta: SBL Press, 2017). 
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Mesopotamia as found in the Enuma Elish (sometimes called the Creation Epic) and other texts aided 


