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MESSAGE FROM THE GRADUATE STUDIES COMMITTEE 

Welcome to the Boston College Sociology Department! Like all graduate programs, our department has 
rules and regulations, outlined in the Guide to Graduate Study, (otherwise known as the §Blue Book�¨ 

see https://www.bc.edu/content/bc-web/schools/mcas/departments/sociology/graduate/resources-for-
current-students.html). But in addition to rules and regulations, we on the Grad Studies Committee saw 

that there was a need for informal and friendly advice on getting through the program. We pooled our 
collective wisdom, and produced this Smart Guide in response to this perceived need. Whether you are 

an MA or a Ph.D. student, we hope you find it useful. 

Please note that this Smart Guide is intended to be a living document, to be updated periodically by both 

its designers and its users. If you identify something that you think should be added to, deleted from, or 

changed in this document, please send an e-mail to the Director of Graduate Studies.  

/content/bc-web/schools/mcas/departments/sociology/graduate/resources-for-current-students.html
/content/bc-web/schools/mcas/departments/sociology/graduate/resources-for-current-students.html


 4 

THE FIRST YEAR 

When you first arrive in Septembe
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0DVWHUªV�Thesis/paper, that additional methods course should be SOCY7711; for those who do not plan 
WR�ZULWH�D�0DVWHUªV�thesis/paper, it can be any other methods course or even an internship course or an 

/content/bc-web/schools/mcas/departments/sociology/graduate/programs.html#tab-quantitative_methods_certificate
/content/bc-web/schools/mcas/departments/sociology/graduate/programs.html#tab-quantitative_methods_certificate
/content/bc-web/schools/mcas/departments/sociology/graduate/programs.html#tab-quantitative_methods_certificate
/content/bc-web/schools/mcas/departments/sociology/graduate/consortium.html


 6 

Another option is to create a collaborative R&R with your peers in the graduate program. This is a really 

innovative way to explore your interests but continue to learn in a collective manner. It is also a way to 

take on a group research project. If you are interested in this option, you should speak to other graduate 
students in the program to see where interests overlap. Once you have a specified area of interest defined 

for an upcoming semester, you may want to collectively e-mail adminsoc.grad@bc.edu to see if other 
students might be interested in joining.  

Internships 

If you would like to get course credit for sociology-related work with organizations outside Boston 

College, you may consider arranging it to be part of a Readings and Research course (see above), or 

register for the Internship in Sociology (SOCY5540), which is offered periodically.  

Getting through Statistics 

Before beginning any graduate-level statistics classes, students usually have polar expectations about these 

courses. Some students believe that Statistics will be a breeze and are looking forward to stats courses. 

Other students expect to IHHO�OLNH�WKH\ªUH�VWXFN�LQ�D�UDLQVWRUP�ZLWK�QR�XPEUHOOD��%XW�ZKHWKHU�\RXU�
research interests are qualitative or quantitative, statistics are a tool that will put you in touch with a lot of 

ZKDW�LV�JRLQJ�RQ�LQ�WKH�GLVFLSOLQH��<RX�PD\�QHYHU�XVH�VWDWLVWLFV�LQ�\RXU�RZQ�UHVHDUFK��EXW�\RXªOO�DOPRVW�
certainly have to read and understand it so you will be glad you learned it.  

The graduate statistics course offered in the fall is SOCY7703 (Multivariate Statistics). To be prepared for 

SOCY7703, you need to have taken a previous introductory statistics course. If you have not taken such 
a course, you will need to wait until spring to take your first statistics class, SOCY7702 (Introductory 

Statistics), and complete your statistics requirement during your second year. 

There are a few things that you can do to make sure your statistics experience is smooth and stress-free. 

Stay on top of the readings and keep up with the class assignments. As a graduate student it is quite easy 

to begin focusing more on other courses, personal research, or non-school obligations. By providing 
yourself with ample time to complete the assignments, you will make sure that you have enough time to 

ask your professor or teacher assistant (TA) about certain areas where you might need further clarification. 
It is important to keep the lines of communication open with your professor and TA because they can 

RIIHU�\RX�VRPH�H[WUD�KHOS�RXWVLGH�RI�FODVV��'RQªW�KHVitate to ask for help: your classmates or your TA can 
TXLFNO\�UHPLQG�\RX�ZKDW�\RXªYH�IRUJRWWHQ�DQG�VDYH�\RX�D�ORW�RI�WLPH��)LQDOO\��LI�VWDWLVWLFV�LV�QRW�\RXU�DUHD�

of strength, and you feel you need someone to commit more one-on-one time than a professor or TA 
can offer, you should not hesitate to inquire within the department about hiring a tutor. 

Beyond the professor and the TA, remember that you can use your classmates also enrolled in the class 

for support as well. Many students who have successfully completed two courses of statistics talk about 
the advantages of forming partnerships or small groups to problem-solve with when questions arise and 

work alongside while completing assignments. Statistics can be social! 

Deciding Whether to Do an MA Thesis/Paper 

Although an MA thesis/paper is required for PhD students, it is optional for MA students. It may be most 

useful for MA students who would like to use their MA to prepare for entering a PhD program later on. 

It may be less useful for students interested in applied (rather than academic) careers. Please remember 
that all students who want to complete a thesis/paper must register for SOCY7711 (Empirical Research 

Seminar) the spring of their second year.  

Information on the difference between an MA thesis and an MA paper can be found below in the section 

RQ�§7KH�6HFRQG�<HDU�¨ 

mailto:adminsoc.grad@bc.edu
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Job Opportunities for MA Students 

Being a graduate student in Boston is expensive. 

/offices/hr/jobopps.html
/content/bc-web/offices/student-affairs/sites/graduate-student-life/campus-life/assistantships.html
/content/bc-web/offices/student-affairs/sites/graduate-student-life/campus-life/assistantships.html
/bc-web/offices/student-services/student-employment.html
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without having to serve as a teaching assistant. Such fellowships look great on CVs and résumés and they 
can help you obtain funding in the future. 

The Boston College Office for Sponsored Programs keeps a list of predoctoral opportunities: 

https://www.bc.edu/content/bc-web/research/sites/vice-provost-for-research/sponsored-

programs/funding.html#appid=info-item-4.  The Graduate School at UCLA maintains a more 
comprehensive list of graduate funding opportunities, including predoctoral fellowships: 
https://grad.ucla.edu/funding/#/.   

Getting Advice 

Both MA and Ph.D. students should have an academic advisor at all times. When you enter the program, 

you will be assigned an academic advisor based on the interests that you declared in your application 

package. You should set up an appointment with your academic advisor early in your first semester to 
discuss your coursework and research plans, and then stay in touch on a regular basis ¥ at least once every 

semester. For those working on a Thesis or MA paper, and for Ph.D. students working on their Doctoral 
Dissertation, their academic advisor is typically the Chair of their MA or Doctoral Dissertation 
committee.  

Choosing an academic advisor is not irreversible¦you can always switch advisors! Ph.D. students, in 

particular, may find themselves working with different advisors as their research and teaching interests 

evolve. When selecting or switching advisors, just make sure to notify your previous advisor and the 
Director of Graduate Studies so that the department has a record of who your current advisor is.  

In addition, the Director of Graduate Studies serves as an advisor to all students with regard to making 

sure that they meet all the requirements of the program. You should make sure to touch base with the 
Director of Graduate Studies before your first semester starts to ensure that your coursework plans 

conform to the expectations of the program. You should also feel free to make an appointment with the 
Graduate Director at any time if you have questions about registering for courses, choosing a substantive 
advisor, planning your upcoming year, or any other matters pertaining to your graduate education.  

Beyond your formal graduate advisor, it is highly recommended that you seek advice from your peers, 

those further along in the graduate program, and other faculty members. You will likely find that fellow 

VWXGHQWV�KDYH�JRRG�§LQVLGH�LQIRUPDWLRQ¨, TAing and grading, working with local organizations, and even 
journals to consider for publication. Different faculty and students may have different perspectives, so ask 

several people.  

On Being Holistic 

A final thought about your first year¦try to set aside some time for activities and interests outside the 

department. This is particularly true if you are a Ph.D. student. Getting a Ph.D. in sociology is like 

running a marathon; it takes a long time, and you need to conserve your energy for the long haul. This 
means keeping yourself sane and balanced so you can keep up your strength. Particularly if you are from 

out of town, your first year is a good time to explore local activist groups and other activities.  

/content/bc-web/research/sites/vice-provost-for-research/sponsored-programs/funding.html#appid=info-item-4
/content/bc-web/research/sites/vice-provost-for-research/sponsored-programs/funding.html#appid=info-item-4
https://grad.ucla.edu/funding/#/
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THE SECOND YEAR 

During their second year, students continue to take their required Core classes.  It is also the year when 
students typically complete their MA paper or thesis, with two important exceptions: (1) MA students 

who do not plan to complete a paper or thesis; and (2) Ph.D. students who come into the program with 
prior MA degrees (and who have been waived out of the MA requirement).   

The MA thesis /Paper  

Under departmental rules, there is no substantive difference in the structure or content of an MA paper 

versus an MA thesis. In other words, a tKHVLV�LVQªW�DQ\�ORQJHU��PRUH�GLIILFXOW��RU�RI�KLJKHU�TXDOLW\�WKDQ�D�

paper. The difference between the two is that a thesis (but not a pDSHU��LV�ERXQG�DQG�SODFHG�LQ�2ª1HLOO�
Library, and is submitted electronically to GSAS, and will ultimately be accessible via ProQuest and 
eScholarship. A thesis must therefore meet special givian 

/content/bc-web/schools/mcas/graduate/current-graduate-students/thesis-checklist.html
/content/bc-web/schools/mcas/graduate/current-graduate-students/thesis-checklist.html
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If you are doing interviews or fieldwork for your paper/thesis, it is extremely important for you to 

submit your proposal to the BC Institutional Review Board (IRB) well before the beginning of the fall 

semester of your second year. Consider managing your references in Zotero 
(https://libguides.bc.edu/zotero?msclkid=1a7ae414b8fb11ecafd6428a0b862303).  If you are planning to 

https://libguides.bc.edu/zotero?msclkid=1a7ae414b8fb11ecafd6428a0b862303
/content/bc-web/schools/mcas/graduate/current-graduate-students/forms/graduate-student-reimbursement-guidelines.html
/content/bc-web/schools/mcas/graduate/current-graduate-students/forms/graduate-student-reimbursement-guidelines.html
/content/bc-web/schools/mcas/graduate/current-graduate-students/forms/graduate-student-reimbursement-guidelines.html
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THE THIRD YEAR 

During their third year, after completing their MA papers/theses, most Ph.D. students need to think 
about facing the next hurdle¦the area exams.  However, Ph.D. students who come into the program 

with prior MA degrees (and who have been waived out of the MA requirement) should be working their 
area exam

/content/bc-web/schools/mcas/departments/sociology/graduate/resources-for-current-students.html
/content/bc-web/schools/mcas/departments/sociology/graduate/resources-for-current-students.html
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reviewed journal. If you think that might be the case, consult with advisor and consider shifting to the 
take-home area exam option.  

Your Career Plans 

In addition to getting through your exams in a timely manner, you should make sure that these exams 

become a useful experience for your future career. If your eventual goal is a job at a college that puts a 

very heavy focus on teaching (which in some cases will involve teaching four courses per semester), a 
strong case can be made for doing at least one take-home exam. Such schools will often be particularly 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1eUHSb_3batJ5ZCSRkfeMZvoLiFsXTNdg
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https://www.asanet.org/academic-professional-resources/data-about-discipline/asa-reports
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GETTING THROUGH THE DISSERTATION 

/content/bc-web/research/sites/vice-provost-for-research/sponsored-programs/funding.html#appid=info-item-5
/content/bc-web/research/sites/vice-provost-for-research/sponsored-programs/funding.html#appid=info-item-5
https://grad.ucla.edu/funding/#/
https://www.ssrc.org/publications/view/the-art-of-writing-proposals/
https://www.ssrc.org/publications/view/the-art-of-writing-proposals/
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There are two formats for the dissertation:  

 A scholarly monograph¦

http://www.abdsurvivalguide.com/
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Job Placement 

Most of our Ph.D. graduates pursue academic careers¦and unlike other kinds of hiring, academic hiring 

is done on a very long, slow timetable.  You might start applying to jobs in August, get an interview in 

October, and find out in January that you will be starting a job the following September.  Navigating the 
process takes quite a bit of insider knowledge and a lot of preparation.  To prepare, you should be in 

close contact with your advisor.  There is a collection of model job market materials and other tools 
available here, 

https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/1vf5r7TYjs3RdbL6OU27DMZI3P0fKCzyU. 

The department also has 

https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/1vf5r7TYjs3RdbL6OU27DMZI3P0fKCzyU
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