
Spring 2021 Electives- Description List  
 
Course:� The Challenge of Justice (PHIL116001) 
Professor:� Joshua Synder or Katherine Jackson-Meyer 
Time:� TTH 3:00-4:15 or TTH 1:30-2:45  
Description:� �This course satisfies the introductory requirement for students taking the minor in 
Faith, Peace, and Justice Studies. Other students interested in examining the problems of 
building a just society are welcome. This course introduces the student to the principal 
understandings of justice that have developed in the Western philosophical and theological 
traditions. Care is taken to relate the theories to concrete, practical and political problems, and 
to develop good reasons for choosing one way of justice rather than another. The relationship of 
justice to the complementary notion of peace will also be examined. Special attention is paid to 
the contribution of Catholic theology in the contemporary public conversation about justice andӀbutio瀀n e andӀ
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Level:� Undergrad Elective  
Prereqs:� none  
Coreqs: �none 
 
Course:� The American Divide: Philosophy of Inequality (PHIL171101) 
Professor:� Cherie McGill 
Time:� MWF 1:00-1:50 
Description:� �This is an Enduring Questions course and is open to freshmen only. 
Concern over inequality in the U.S. has shown itself in movements like Occupy Wall Street, the 
Fight for a Fifteen Dollar Minimum Wage, and Black Lives Matter. These courses will examine 
the meaning, causes, and consequences of inequality from the perspectives of Philosophy and 
Economics. Providing a broad picture of the current state of the U.S. economy, and analyzing 
the role of economic policy in determining opportunities and outcomes, the courses will prepare

�X �F �W �L �R �Q �� �W �R �� �W �K �H �� �Z �R �U �N �� �R �I �� �S �K �L �O �R �V �R �S �K �\ �� �E �\ �� �S �U �R �E �L �Q �J �� �R �X �U �� �X �Q �G �H �U �V �W �D �Q �G �L �Q �J �� �R �I �� �W �K �H �� �U �H �O �D �W �L �R �Q �� �E �H �W �Z �H �H �Q

 
humans and non-humans, and examining the moral implications of that relation. This will involve 
analyzing how we have imagined our relationship with non-humans in the past (and why), and 
evaluating human decision-making in relation to animal welfare. Some of the questions that we 





Course:� Mass Incarceration: Philosophical and Theological  
Professor:� Micah Lott 
Time:� 3:00-4:15 
Description:� �This comMP



Course:� Philosophy and Theology 









Course:� Nineteenth and Twentieth-Century Philosophy (PHIL440801) 
Professor:� Elisa Magri 
Time:� TTH 3:00-4:15 
Description:� ��This course will explore the sources of alienation that emerged in the nineteenth 
century and its impact on the twentieth century. We will start with an overview of the challenges 
brought about by Kant's philosophy with particular regard to the relation between nature and 
freedom, before reading and examining Schiller, Hegel, Marx, and Marcuse. Students will 
become familiar with the project and ideals that shaped Classical German Philosophy and their 
relevance for twentieth-century social philosophy. 
Level:� Undergrad Elbard�es�
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Course:� Classical Chinese Philosophy (PHIL447601) 
Professor:� You Jiang 
Time:� TTH 4:30-5:45 
Description:� ��This course is an introduction to Classical Chinese Philosophy and designed to 
introduce students to the major philosophical schools of classical China, including the 
Confucian, Mohist, Daoist, and Buddhist schools. Through lectures, discussions, and reading of 
select primary and secondary sources, we will explore the formulations and subsequent 
transformations of key beliefs, doctrines, practices, and institutions that characterized specific 
cultural, educational, spiritual, and philosophical traditions. Satisfies core requirement for 
Cultural Diversity.  
Level:� Undergrad Elective  
Prereqs:� none  
Coreqs: �none 
 


