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and the power of fiction itself to shape history. Theories of genre, historicism, and historiography will
guide our conversation.

ENGL7037 Zižek - Restuccia | W 4:30-6:55
This graduate course will focus on major works of Slavoj Zizek, from Looking Awry (in which he offers
a very useful way of distinguishing between modernism and postmodernism, through their relation to
the Real) to his most recent book Christian Atheism: How to Be a Real Materialist (in which he
concentrates on the meaning of Christ on the cross, sacrifice, Buddhism, quantum mechanics, Antigone,
Ukraine, true dialectical materialism, etc.). We will also take up The Sublime Object of Ideology, Sex
and the Failed Absolute, along with at least excerpts from many other works. Given that Zizek considers
himself a Marxist Hegelian as well as a Lacanian, we will also study works that will help us understand
his philosophical/psychoanalytic bases. There is no need for students to have prior knowledge of such
material. The course will be a solid introduction to Lacanian theory read awry through the lens of Zizek,
who has evolved into a psychoanalytic theorist and philosopher in his own right; he has brought
psychoanalysis into the socio-political realm as well as famously shown how to read film and popular
culture psychoanalytically.

ENGL8825 Composition Theory and the Teaching of Writing - Mathieu | M 4:30-6:55
This course is designed to prepare graduate students to teach first-year college writing courses; to
introduce students to central issues, problems and theories in composition studies; and to examine ways
in which contemporary critical theories (including feminism, psychoanalysis, cultural studies, and
critical pedagogy) have influenced the teaching and study of composition. Requirements will include a
theoretically-informed analysis of a student essay; a piece of creative nonfiction and an accompanying
description of the process used to produce it; an annotated syllabus for a first-year college course; and a
week of student teaching in a First Year Wstudent
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