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FORM E-1-A FOR BOSTON COLLEGE CORE CURRICULUM 
 
Department: Philosophy  
 
Course: Philosophy of the Person 

 
 

1) 
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5) What were the assessment results and what changes have been made as a result of using this 
data/evidence?  (What were the major assessment findings? Have there been any recent changes to 
your curriculum or program? How did the assessment data contribute to those changes?  

See below for further results. Our department has not yet made any concrete changes on the basis of 
these results: discussions are ongoing about how to improve both the Philosophy of the Person course 
and our assessment of that course. 

6) Date of the most recent program review. (Your latest comprehensive departmental self-study and 
external review.) 

External review in 2009-2010 
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This is the first paper students have to write in my class. For many students, this is the hardest assignment 
due to the following reasons. (1) For the majority of students, this is the first paper written in the context of 
philosophy. (2) The paper is relatively short, with a strong emphasis on the structure. Students have to clearly 
and concisely present their thesis, supported by arguments and counter-arguments. (3) The topic of this paper 
is based on our reading of Plato’s Dialogues, which do not offer clear one-sided answers, but challenge the 
reader to take their own position.  

 

 

Aside from in-class participation (during small and large group discussions, where we openly reflect on these 
identities and relationships), the aspect of my course that best addresses this learning goal is the journal/blog 
entry component. Students tend to use these journal entries as a way to connect course materials to their 
personal lives, identities, and relationships. The prompt for this on my syllabus reads as follows: 
 
 

Journal/Blog Entries 
*These are your adult playground; write about whatever (and however) you think will help you learn and 
process course materials. 
*Can include commentaries on readings, Perusall discussions, and/or in-class discussions; can include 
connections between course materials and contemporary events, your own life, films and TV shows, popular 
and unpopular culture, etc. 
*At least one journal/blog entry must be recorded each week. 
*Unless otherwise specified, these are due every Sunday night at midnight. 
*20% of course grade. 

 

 

In addition to regular class engagement, in-class contributions include one in-class group 
presentation (about 10-
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1. A daily reflection on the readings.  

"There will be a 225-word reflection paper due before each class period—the first reflection paper will be due 
before class on Friday, January 20th. You will be asked to reflect on some aspect of the reading that you find 
interesting. While addressing a point of the reading you will use your own experiences to connect to the 
questions discussed in the text (how they are relevant to you and how you understand them). Alternatively, 
you will be asked to respond to a specific prompt given in class. You will also be asked to formulate one 
question at the end of each reflection that you had about the reading." 

 

2. A paper where they connect a reading with their major. 

Instructions 

1.     Think about your favorite reading. Choose a topic, argument, philosopher, reading, etc. 
from the course that you liked, which intrigued you, which questioned you, etc. You can 



 7 

 

To #1, there was an essay question on my midterm which I think speaks to this particular learning 
goal pretty nicely: '!"#$%&'(($)*#+#,$-./"$'$01#(/.)+2$-".%"$,#3.+#($/"#$%&'(($'($*".&)()*"4$5)3$/"#$*#6()+75$!"'/$.(2$
-#$'(8#,$5-"'/$'6#$4)195$:;62$6#3&#<.=#&4>$5-"'/$'?$@95A7$B"#+$C#D.++.+D$/".($%&'((2$-#$*6)=.,#,$'$(#6.#($)3$.??#,.'/#$
'+(-#6(7$E)-$"'($4)16$/".+8.+D$,#=#&)*#,$(.+%#$/"'/$*).+/9$F4$-"'/$?#'+($:/"#6#$?.D"/$C#$(#=#6'&A$,)$4)1$/".+8$-#$
(")1&,$D)$'C)1/$'+(-#6.+D$/"#$01#(/.)+9$B"4$/"#(#$'+,$+)/$)/"#6($:-"'/$'6#$()?#$)/"#6$'**6)'%"#($-".%"$4)1$/'8#$/)$
C#$,#',$#+,(9$-"4$()9A9' 

 

 

"You will write a comparative paper about political philosophy comparing two of three authors: Marx, Sartre, 
and Arendt around a specific issue (prompts listed below)." 

 

This prompt, as well as the individual possible topics they could choose from, invited students to reflect on 
the phenomena of alienation and community from different perspectives. Central to all three authors was the 
idea that the project of realizing freedom can never be exclusively individual and instead people must see 
themselves as essential members of a community in order to feel and be free. 

 

 

Second Paper 
 
Topics: With the help of at least two of the philosophers we have studied over the last month (i.e., 
Locke, Hume, and Kant), answer one of the following questions: 

• Is it true that without God all things are permitted, or in other words, does moral philosophy 
depend on the existence of God? 

• Is the goal of moral philosophy to make human beings happy? If not, what is it supposed to 
achieve? If so, what does it mean to be happy?  
  
*Be sure to address the best and most apparent counterarguments to your position.*  

 

 

 

Nietzschean Life Affirmation  
1. What is Nietzschean life affirmation? Why does Nietzsche think that many philosophical 

systems, like Plato’s, Kant’s, or Mill’s, amount to a contingent valuation of life? What might 
a non-contingent valuation of life look like? Provide 1-3 means of answering ‘yes’ to the 
‘Eternal Recurrence’ or ‘Eternal Return’ demon from 341 of !"#$G'4$H%.#+%#.  

 

Nietzsche vs. Kierkegaard  
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2. Discuss what Nietzsche and Kierkegaard might say in defense or opposition to N’s claim 
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1. In class essay exam prompt reflecting the learning goal: Reflect on their individual, social, and 
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2. How do you understand your responsibility to other persons? Do one of the political 
philosophers we've studied express your thinking about what it means to be part of a society 
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Prompt: Of the theories of personal identity we studied in this class (psychological continuity, 

spatiotemporal continuity, traditional African theories, the Buddhist non-self view), which one, if 

any, do you ascribe to, and why? In the course of your essay, be sure to: 

 

1. Carefully explain the theory you’ve chosen and what you take to be the strongest 

argument(s) in its favor; 

2. Consider and explain at least one (strong) objection to that theory, and 

3. Respond to that objection on behalf of the theory you’ve chosen.* 

 

*If you don’t find any of the theories we’ve looked at satisfactory to account for numerical personal 

identity, choose the theory you think is the best/most plausible, and then try to show why you think 

it nevertheless cannot be maintained in light of the objection your raise. 

Note: this paper has both an expository component—carefully and accurately explain arguments, 

including all relevant terminology, from the text(s)—and an argumentative component—evaluate

#
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“Everything is Illuminated” 

 

Due in Canvas by 9:00 PM Thursday, April 20th 

The film "Everything is Illuminated" considers some aspects of human existence, in 

relationship to beings. 

1. Choose a character in the film OR choose one scene, to discuss. 

2. Choose one philosopher (Sartre, Arendt, or Levinas) and use one or two ideas 

from the philosopher to analyze and interpret the character or the scene. In 

philosophical terms, how does the philosopher contribute to and illuminate 

your understanding of the character or the scene? 

Format 

--At the start, state which character or scene you chose and the philosopher you chose. 

--one and a half pages, 11-12 pt. font, Times New Roman 

--No direct or indirect quotes are needed. 

 


