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JAMES	P.	MORKEN	
Louise	and	James	Vanderslice	Professor	of	Chemistry	

Boston	College	
Department	of	Chemistry	

Chestnut	Hill,	Massachusetts	02467	
Tel:	(617)	552-6290	

e-mail:	morken@bc.edu		
https://www2.bc.edu/james-morken/	

EDUCATION	
§ 1995-1997,	Postdoctoral	Fellow,	Harvard	University	(Advisor:	Stuart	L.	Schreiber)	
§ 1990-1995,	Ph.	D.,	Boston	College	(Advisor:	Amir	H.	Hoveyda)	
§ 1985-1989,	B.	S.	Chemistry,	University	of	California	at	Santa	Barbara	(Advisor:		Bruce	Rickborn)	

EMPLOYMENT	
§ 2014-present	Louise	and	James	Vanderslice	and	Family	Professor	of	Chemistry	
§ 2006-2014,	Professor	of	Chemistry,	Boston	College	
§ 2002-2006,	Associate	Professor	of	Chemistry,	UNC	Chapel	Hill	
§ 1997-2002,	Assistant	Professor	of	Chemistry,	UNC	Chapel	Hill	
§ 1990,	Associate	Research	Chemist.		ICI	Americas,	Inc.,	Agricultural	Chemicals,	Richmond,	CA	
§ 1988-1989,	Analytical	Chemist,	Central	Coast	Analytical	Services,	Santa	Barbara,	CA	

HONORS	AND	AWARDS	
§ American	Chemical	Society,	Arthur	C.	Cope	Scholar	Award,	2018	
§ Boston	College	Graduate	School	of	Arts	&	

DuPont	Young	Professor	Grantee,	1998-2001	
§ GlaxoSmithKline	Scholars	Award,	2001-2002	
§ National	Science	Foundation	CAREER	Award,	1998-2003	
§ 
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DEPARTMENTAL	SERVICE	
§ Department	Vice	Chair,	Spring	2017–Spring	2019	
§ Chair	Organic	Faculty	Search	Committee	(hired	Prof.	Masayuki	Wasa),	Fall	2014	
§ Chair	Organic	Faculty	Search	Committee,	Fall	2013	
§ Chair	Organic	Faculty	Search	Committee,	Fall	2012	
§ Chair	Organic	Faculty	Search	Committee	(hired	Prof.	Jeffrey	Byers),	Fall	2010	
§ Chair,	Graduate	Admissions	Committee,	2006-2013		
§ Initiated	EMERGE	(with	Dale	Mahoney).		Expanding	Multicultural	Engagement	&	Representation	in	Graduate	

Education:	focused	on	increasing	minority	enrollment	in	BC	Chemistry	Department,	2008-2010		
§ Interim	Chair	Graduate	Studies	Committee,	2007-2008	
§ Alumni	&	Industrial	Affairs	Committee,	2006-Present	

UNIVERSITY	SERVICE	
§ University	Promotions	and	Tenure	Committee,	Elected	Spring	2017,	Re-elected	2019.	
§ Beckman	Scholars	Steering	Committee,	2018-present	
§ Integrated	Sciences	Center,	Development	Committee,	2014-Present	
§ Presidential	Scholars	Interviews,	2013	
§ Presidential	Scholars	Advisor,	2012-2016	
§ McCarthy	Prize	Selection	Committee,	2010	
§ Chemistry	Majors	Course	Advising,	2010-Present		
§ Ad	Hoc	Member	Provost's	Advisory	Panel	(for	Paul	Davidovits),	Spring	2009	
§ Pre-major	Advising	to	BC	Freshman	and	Sophomores,	2008-2010	

PEER-REVIEWED	PUBLICATIONS	(UNDERLINE	DENOTES	UNDERGRADAUTE	CO-AUTHOR)	
105.		"
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64.	"A	Catalytic	Enantioselective	Tandem	Allylation	Strategy	for	Rapid	Terpene	Construction:		Application	to	the	
Synthesis	of	Pumilaside	Aglycon,"	G.	E.	Ferris,	K.	Hong,	I.	A.	Roundtree,	J.	P.	Morken	J.	Am.	Chem.	Soc.	2013,	
135,	2501–2504.	

63.	 "Direct	 Stereospecific	 Amination	 of	 Alkyl	 and	 Aryl	 Pinacol	 Boronates,"	 S.	 N.	 Mlynarski,	 A.	 S.	 Karnes,	 J.	 P.	
Morken	J.	Am.	Chem.	Soc.	2012,	134,	16449–16451.	

62.	"Construction	of	1,5-Enynes	by	Stereospecific	Pd-Catalyzed	Allyl–Propargyl	Cross-Couplings,"	M.	J.	Ardolino,	
J.	P.	Morken	J.	Am.	Chem.	Soc.	2012,	134,	8770–8773.	

61.	 "Ni-	 and	 Pd-Catalyzed	 Synthesis	 of	 Substituted	 and	 Functionalized	 Allylic	 Boronates,"	 P.	 Zhang,	 I.	 A.	
Roundtree,	J.	P.	Morken	Org.	Lett.	2012,	14,	1416–1419.	

60.	"Catalytic	Enantioselective	1,2-Diboration	of	1,3



Morken	Vitae,	Page	5	
 

38.	"Development,	Mechanism,	and	Scope	of	the	Palladium-Catalyzed	Enantioselective	Allene	Diboration,"	H.	E.	
Burks,	S.	Liu,	J.	P.	Morken	J.	Am.	Chem.	Soc.	2007,	129,	8766–8773.	

37.	"Catalytic	Conjugate	Addition	of	Allyl	Groups	to	Styryl-Activated	Enones,"	J.	D.	Sieber,	S.	Liu,	J.	P.	Morken	J.	
Am.	Chem.	Soc.	2007,	129,	2214–2215.	

36.	 "Ethylene	 Oligomerization	 Catalyzed	 by	 a	 Unique	 Phosphine-oxazoline	 Pd(II)	 Complex.	 Propagation	 and	
Chain	 Transfer	 Mechanisms,"	 M.	 D.	 Doherty,	 S.	 Trudeau,	 P.	 S.	 White,	 J.	 P.	 Morken,	
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11.	 "Discovery	 of	 a	 Novel	 Synthetic	 Phosphatase	 from	 a	 Bead-Bound	 Combinatorial	 Library,"	 S.	 Danek,	 J.	
Queffelec,	J.	P.	Morken	Chem.	Commun.	2002,	528–529.	

10.	 "500	 µm	 Diameter	 Beads	 as	 Single	 Reactors	 to	 Screen	 Organometallic	 Catalysts:	 Discovery	 of	 a	 New	
Supported	Catalyst	 for	 the	Hydrosilylation	of	 Ketones,"	O.	 Lavastre,	 J.	 P.	Morken	New	 J.	 Chem.	2002,	26,	
745–749.	

9.	 "Enantio-	and	Diastereoselective	Reductive	Aldol	Reactions	with	 Iridium-Pybox	Catalysts,"	C.-X.	Zhao,	M.	O.	
Duffey,	S.	J.	Taylor,	J.	P.	Morken	Org.	Lett.	2001,	3
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8.	"Enantioselective	C-C	and	C-H	Bond	Formation	Mediated	or	Catalyzed	by	Chiral	ebthi	Complexes	of	Titanium	
and	Zirconium,"	A.	H.	Hoveyda,	J.	P.	Morken	Angew.	Chem.	Int.	Ed.	Engl.	1996,	35,	1262–1281.	

7.	"Directed	Regio-	and	Diastereoselective	Nickel-Catalyzed	Addition	of	Alkyl	Grignard	Reagents	to	Allylic	Ethers,"	
J.	P.	Morken,	M.	T.	Didiuk,	A.	H.	Hoveyda	J.	Am.	Chem.	Soc.	1995,	117,	7273–7274.	

6.	"Enantio-,	Diastereo-	and	Regioselective	Zirconium-Catalyzed	Carbomagnesation	of	Cyclic	Ethers	With	Higher	
Alkyls	of	Magnesium.	 	Utility	 in	Synthesis	and	Mechanistic	 Implications,"	M.	T.	Didiuk,	C.	W.	Johannes,	 J.	P.	
Morken,	A.	H.	Hoveyda	J.	Am.	Chem.	Soc.	1995,	117,	7097–7104.	

5.	"Zirconium-Catalyzed	Kinetic	Resolution	of	Pyrans,"	J.	P.	Morken,	M.	T.	Didiuk,	M.	S.	Visser,	A.	H.	Hoveyda	J.	
Am.	Chem.	Soc.	1994,	116,	3123–
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§ University	of	Rhode	Island;	February	27,	2017.	
§ University	of	California	at	Santa	Barbara;	January	18,	2017.	
§ Columbia	University,	Bristol-Myers	Squibb	Lectureship;	January	12,	2017.	
§ Vertex	Research	Labs,	Boston,	MA;	December	9,	2016.	
§ Univer
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§ University	of	Texas	Southwestern	Medical	Center;	November	30,	2010.	
§ BASF	Boron	Symposium,	Ludwigshafen,	Germany;	June	15,	2010.	
§ Boston	University;	March	15,	2010.	
§ Dartmouth	College;	January	28,	2010.	
§ Astra-
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§ Stanford	University;	September	3,	2002.	
§ Synexis,	Durham,	NC;	June	6,	2002.	
§ University	of	Montreal	Student	Sponsored	Symposium;	May,	2,	2002.	
§ Merck,	Rahway,	NJ;	March	14,	2002.	
§ Scripps,	La	Jolla,	CA;	March	7,	2002.	
§ Caltech,	Pasadena,	CA;	March	6,	2002.	
§ University	of	Delaware,	Newark,	DE;	February	13,	2002.	
§ GlaxoSmithKline,	Research	Triangle	Park,	NC;	Febru
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CURRENT	RESEARCH	GROUP	(PH.D.	STUDENTS	AND	THEIR	FORMER	INSTITUTION)	
§ Mark	Aparece	 	 B.	S.,	M.S.	Chemistry,	DePaul	University,	2014	
§ Elton	Kativhu	 	 B.	S.	Chemistry,	Goucher	College,	2018	
§ Matteo	Chierchia	 	 B.	S.	Chemistry,	Bard	College,	2014.	
§ Weiping	Hu	 	 B.	S.	Chemistry,	Nanjing	University,	2017.	
§ Seung	Moh	Koo	 	 B.	S.	Carnegie	Melon	
§ 		 	 	 	 	 M.S.	UC	San	Diego,	2015	
§ Zinnia	Kong	 	 B.	S.	Chemistry,	Brandeis	University,	2018.	
§ Chunyin	Law	 	 B.	S.,	M.S.	Chemistry,	Illinois	State	University,	2015	
§ Gabriel	Lovinger	 	 B.	S.	Chemistry,	University	of	Oregon,	2013.	
§ Yan	Meng	 	 	 B.	S.	Chemistry,	Sichuan	University,	2015.	
§ Jesse	Myhill	 	 B.	S.	Chemistry,	Vassar	College,	2015.	
§ Sheila	Namirembe	 	 B.	S.	Chemistry,	Holy	Cross,	2015.	
§ Alex	Vendola,		 	 B.	S.	Chemistry,	Rowan	University,	2017.	
§ Chris	Wilhelmsen	 	 B.S.	UNC	Wilmington	
§ 		 	 	 	 	 M.	S.	Chemistry,	Syracuse	University,	2016.	
§ Peilin	Xu	 	 	 B.	S.	Chemistry,	Peking	University,	2017.	
§ Lu	Yan	 	 	 B.	S.	Chemistry,	Xiamen	University,	2014.	
§ Chenlong	Zhang	 	 B.	S.	Chemistry,	University	of	Science	and	Technology	of	China,	2016.	
§ Xuntong	Zhang	 	 B.	S.	Chemistry,	Nanjing	Normal	University,	2018	

CURRENT	RESEARCH	GROUP	(POSTDOCTORAL	FELLOWS)

FP
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§ Heather	Burks	 	 Ph.	D.	2008.		Research	Scientist,	Novartis,	Cambridge,	MA.	
§ Joshua	D.	Sieber		 	 Ph.	D.	2008.		Research	Scientist,	Boehringer	Ingelheim,	Ridgefield,	CT.	
§ Li	Yao	 	 	 M.	S.	2008.		 Senior	Research	Engineer,	3M,	St.	Paul,	MN.	
§ Andy	Ommen	 	 M.	S.	2006.		 Chemist,	Sigma-Aldrich,	Laramie,	WY.	
§ Angela	Woodward	 	 M.	S.	2006.		 Research	Scientist,	DisperSol	Technologies,	Georgetown,	TX.	
§ Nicholas	Pelz		 	 M.	S.	2006.		 Associate	Scientist,	Vanderbilt	University	Medical	Center.	
§ Nathan	Fuller		 	 Ph.	D.	2005.			Director	of	Chemistry,	Rodin	Therapeutics,	Cambridge,	MA.	
§ Michael	A.	Evans		 	 Ph.	D.	2005.			Senior	Staff	Scientist,	Ashland	Water	Technologies,	Wilmington,	DE.	
§ Jeremy	Morgan		 	 Ph.	D.	2004.			Associate	Professor,	UNC	Wilmington.	
§ Diane	Kalendra		 	 M.	S.	2004.			 Research	Associate,	GlaxoSmithKline,	Cary,	NC	
§ Matthew	Duffey		 	 Ph.	D.	2003.			Patent	Agent,	Wolf-Greenfield,	Boston,	MA.	
§ Shelley	Danek		 	 Ph.	D.	2003,	J.D.	2008.		
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RESEARCH	FUNDING	
Current	Annualized	Level	of	External	Research	Project	Funding:		$563,000	
Average	Annual	Level	of	Support	Over	the	Past	10+	Years:		$542,096	

	
§ NIH	R35	127140	(MIRA)	(5/1/2018	–	4/30/2023)	


